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Funeral arranging as a fine art nowadays is
confined mainly to Imperial funerals. These are
handled by a special firm which for generations
has tended to such matters, having come to Tokyo
from Kyoto at the time of the Restoration. These
funerals are now conducted in strict accord with
Shinto rites. In the case of Imperial funerals
there is the special ceremony of mirror enshrine-
ment. By this is meant that after the body has
laid in state for a short time the ceremony for the
transfer of the soul from the body to a mirror
takes place. The mirror is afterwards taken to a
special room called the gonsha where it is kept for
a year. Other than this, the general features of
such a funeral are similar to those of any Shinto
burial.
"There have been four distinct types of burial
in Japan at various periods of her history. First
there was water burial when the body was consign-
ed to the sea* At a later date live burial was
practised* This occurred in event of the death of
some one of high rank. His retainers were buried
with him or else a human sacrifice was offered.
People were also sometimes buried alive as a
propitiatory sacrifice as when a great bridge was
built which might be washed away in flood time.
Such a sacrifice of the latter variety seems to have